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August 10, 2026

Her Worship Cynthia Block
Mayor, City of Saskatoon

City Hall 222 3rd Avenue North
Saskatoon, SK

S7K 0J5

Re: Review of Saskatoon's Public Art Funding Policy

Dear Mayor Block and Members of Council,

On behalf of the NSBA — Saskatoon's Business Association, | would like voice our support of Councilor
Donauer’s motion that the Civic Capital Project Public Art Funding Stream be removed from the City's Public
Art Policy.

The recent installation of Modern Erratics—three recycled plastic sculptures commissioned by the City of
Saskatoon at a reported cost of approximately $297,000—has generated significant public discussion about
how taxpayer dollars are being allocated and whether the City's current Public Art Policy continues to
reflect community priorities.

The project was funded through the City's Civic Capital Project Public Art Funding Stream, which currently
requires that civic capital projects receiving $5 million or more in City funding integrate a public art or
artistic design element valued at up to one percent of the total project budget, to a maximum of $500,000.
While the installation itself has become the focus of public debate, the broader issue is whether the City's
current approach to funding public art continues to align with the priorities and expectations of Saskatoon
taxpayers.

At the NSBA, we recognize that public art has an important place in building vibrant communities,
enhancing public spaces, and celebrating culture. We also recognize that art has the unique ability to
challenge perspectives, inspire creativity, and spark meaningful conversations about our history,
environment, and shared future.

In fact, one could argue that the recent installation has already been successful in one respect—it has
generated widespread public discussion. Art has long served as a catalyst for important civic conversations,
and there is undeniable value in works that encourage people to think differently or engage with complex
issues.

However, an important question remains: who should pay for those conversations?

Projects intended to provoke dialogue, explore social issues, or make artistic statements may be better
supported through arts grants, private sponsorships, philanthropic organizations, fundraising campaigns, or
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partnerships with cultural institutions rather than relying primarily on municipal tax dollars. These funding
models still allow artists to create impactful public works while reducing the financial burden on taxpayers
and allowing limited municipal resources to remain focused on core civic services and infrastructure.

As businesses continue to face rising property taxes, increasing operating costs, labour shortages, and
economic uncertainty, every public dollar should be invested in a way that maximizes its benefit to
Saskatoon residents and businesses alike.

This week, City Council will consider a motion brought forward by Councillor Randy Donauer that would
remove the Civic Capital Project Public Art Funding Stream from the City's Public Art Policy. Specifically, the
motion proposes eliminating the requirement that eligible civic capital projects automatically dedicate up to
one percent of their budgets to public art.

The NSBA supports this motion.

Our support is not rooted in opposition to public art. Rather, it reflects our belief that City Council should
have the flexibility to evaluate public art investments on a case-by-case basis instead of committing funding
through an automatic formula tied to capital construction projects.

Removing the mandatory funding stream would allow Council to continue supporting public art where it
delivers significant community value while ensuring that taxpayer dollars are allocated based on current
priorities, financial realities, and the needs of residents and businesses.

Saskatchewan is not unique in supporting public art, but many municipalities across Canada have evolved
their funding models to better balance cultural investment with fiscal responsibility.

Many jurisdictions place a stronger emphasis on leveraging provincial and federal arts grants, private
sponsorships, philanthropic donations, and partnerships with community organizations rather than relying
exclusively on municipal tax dollars. Others prioritize local artists, ensuring that public investment supports
the local creative economy while showcasing the unique identity of the community.

Supporting local artists means keeping more investment within Saskatoon. Every dollar spent on Saskatoon
and Saskatchewan artists is more likely to circulate through our local economy, supporting businesses,
creating employment, and strengthening our city's cultural identity.

As part of a broader review, the NSBA believes the City should consider:

e Removing the mandatory one-percent funding requirement for civic capital projects.

e Giving City Council greater discretion over future public art investments.

e Prioritizing Saskatoon and Saskatchewan artists whenever public funding is used.

e Establishing clearer criteria demonstrating community benefit, public engagement, and
economic value before projects proceed.

e Ensuring public art investments reflect the City's current financial circumstances and taxpayer
expectations.
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This conversation is not about whether Saskatoon should support the arts. It is about ensuring that public
policies evolve alongside changing economic conditions and community priorities.

Public art can continue to enrich our city, inspire conversation, and celebrate our culture. However, the way
it is funded should be transparent, fiscally responsible, and designed to maximize benefits for both our
community and our local creative sector.

The NSBA welcomes City Council's consideration of Councillor Donauer's motion and believes it presents an
important opportunity to modernize the City's Public Art Policy while continuing to support arts and culture

in a more flexible, accountable, and locally focused manner.

As always, we welcome your thoughts and feedback as we continue advocating for policies that promote a
vibrant, competitive, and fiscally responsible Saskatoon.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,

[ e —

Keith Moen
Executive Director, NSBA
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