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AGILE. BOLD. CONFIDENT. 

 
June 19, 2026 
 
Her Worship Cynthia Block  
Mayor, City of Saskatoon  
City Hall 222 3rd Avenue North  
Saskatoon, SK  
S7K 0J5 
 
Re: Support for Negotiations Between the City of Saskatoon and Muskeg Lake Cree Nation Regarding the 
Downtown Event and Entertainment District 
 
Dear Mayor Block and members of Council, 
 
On behalf of the NSBA - Saskatoon’s Business Association, I am writing to express our support for City 
Administration’s recommendation to begin negotiations with Muskeg Lake Cree Nation regarding a 
potential development partnership for the Downtown Event and Entertainment District (DEED). 
 
The NSBA recognizes the significant economic potential that the DEED represents for Saskatoon and the 
broader region. As one of the largest city-building initiatives in Saskatoon’s history, the project has the 
opportunity to generate substantial economic activity, attract visitors, support local businesses, create 
employment opportunities, and strengthen Saskatoon’s position as a destination for major events, 
conventions, and tourism. 
 
We believe exploring a partnership with Muskeg Lake Cree Nation is a positive and forward-looking step. 
Muskeg Lake Cree Nation has a long and successful history of economic development and partnership in 
Saskatoon. Their participation could bring valuable expertise, investment opportunities, and a unique 
perspective that enhances both the economic and cultural impact of the project. 
 
Importantly, the recommendation before Council is to begin negotiations and further define the potential 
partnership. We believe that exploring these opportunities through a structured negotiation process is a 
prudent and responsible step that will allow all parties to fully assess the benefits, risks, governance 
considerations, financial implications, and long-term opportunities associated with the project before any 
final decisions are made. 
 
The NSBA encourages City Council to support Administration’s recommendation and allow discussions with 
Muskeg Lake Cree Nation to proceed. We look forward to learning more about the potential partnership as 
negotiations advance and remain supportive of initiatives that strengthen Saskatoon’s economy, attract 
investment, create jobs, and foster inclusive economic growth. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Keith Moen 
Executive Director, NSBA 


